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Teviot Committee Issues Interim Report on 
Dentistry in Britain and Scotland 


The Teviot Committee, which has 
been studying the status of dentistry in 
Great Britain and Scotland with a view 
to making recommendations on the ex- 
tension of dental care under a national 
health service, has issued an interim 
report,* which is now available in the 
United States. The Teviot Committee, 
which is composed largely of dentists, 
has been at work since April 1943. A 
summary of the committee’s recom- 
mendations follows: 


Recom dati. 


s. — 1. A comprehensive 
dental service should be instituted as an in- 
tegral part of the National Health Service at 
its inception. 

2. There should be a general dental prac- 
titioner service broadly analogous to the pro- 
posed general medical service. 


*Interim Report of the Inter-Departmental 
Committee. London: His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office, 1944. 


3. Dental health centers should be devel- 
oped in connection with general health cen- 
ters where suitable. 

4. There should be freedom for both dentist 
and patient to participate in the service, or 
not, at their own wish. 

5. Full use should be made of dental expert 
opinion in the planning and administration 
of the service, both centrally and locally. 

6. The body with whom practitioners in 
any general dental practitioner service are in 
contract should be a dental body. 

7. The appropriate authorities should pro- 
vide dental treatment for expectant and nurs- 
ing mothers, children and adolescents, and 
should encourage acceptance of treatment. 

8. An authority on whom a duty for the 
provision of a dental scheme rests should ap- 
point a chief dental officer to be responsible 
for the organization and operation of the 
service, and to have access to appropriate 
committees of the authority. 

g. There should be a maximum amount of 
cooperation at all levels between the general 
service and the service for special classes. 
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10. The hope is expressed that employers 
of labor will give their employes, especially 
adolescents, time off, without loss of pay, for 
dental treatment. 

11. Some of the means by which dental 
health education may be furthered are sug- 
gested. 

12. Certain action to be taken when hos- 
tilities cease is indicated. F 


The committee’s report falls into two 
sections. The first deals with the present 
situation in dentistry and includes dis- 
cussions of education, manpower, ancil- 
lary dental workers, dentistry as a career, 
existing public dental service and the 
state of the dental health of the popula- 
tion. The second section is devoted to 
the interim recommendations. The fol- 
lowing excerpts have been made from 
various sections of the report: 


Undergraduate Education.—(In the dental 
schools of Britain, Scotland and Ireland the) 
total student capacity before the war was 
2,000 to 2,500. Apart from perhaps’one pro- 
fessor and one or two other senior whole-time 
teachers, most schools were staffed largely on 
a part-time basis, paid or honorary. Before 
the war, close to 400 students entered the den- 
tal schools annually, of whom about 10 per 
cent were women... . 

Dental Manpower.—. . . On December 31, 
1942, the names of 15,192 dentists were in- 
cluded on the (Dental) Register, of whom 
12,812 were estimated to be engaged for some 
part of their time in private practice or in 
the service of local authorities. . . . 

. . « The average annual entry rate to the 
Register (of those residing in Great Britain) 
in recent prewar years was about 340. As 
compared with this, in the war years, the 
annual student-entry rate has fallen to below 
300, and it must be remembered that some- 
thing like 10 per cent of these who become 
students do not (for one reason or another) 
become dentists. The wartime student-entry 
rate has thus fallen to about 100 below 
the corresponding prewar average rate and to 
about 150 below the wartime “quota” per- 
mitted by the Ministry of Labour and Na- 
tional Service. . . . 

These figures are not nearly sufficient to 
maintain the Register even at its present 
strength. It will be seen . . . that if the 


number entering the profession annually were 
to rise to 400 in the years 1948-1952 and to 
425 thereafter, it would still be about thirty 
years before the present effective total of the 
profession would be increased. This is an 
alarming forecast and we have no reason to 
think that it will be substantially falsified un- 
less vigorous measures are taken. 

School Dental Service.—In 1938, about 3} 
million elementary school children were den- 
tally inspected; about 24 million were re- 
corded as requiring dental treatment, and 
about 1,600,000. received treatment, though 
not all the treatment given was complete. 
Expressed in another form, 70 per cent of the 
5 million children were inspected ; 50 per cent 
were recorded as requiring treatment, and 33 
per-cent received treatment. The acceptance 
rate (i.e., the proportion of those requiring 
treatment who received it) was 65.5 per cent 
and each (school) dentist treated on an aver- 
age 2,137 children. . 

Our evidence is conclusive that a keen local 

education authority, employing adequate staff 
and enlisting the cooperation of school teach- 
ers and parents, can bring about a high ac- 
ceptance rate without any recourse to com- 
pulsory methods. .. . 
Dental Benefit Under Insurance.—Those 
approved societies which are found at their 
quinquennial valuation to have disposable sur- 
plus funds may, with ministerial sanction, give 
certain statutory “additional benefits” to their 
members. Dental benefit, which is one of 
these benefits, consists of the whole or part 
payment of the cost of approved dental treat- 
ment given to members by dentists of their 
own choice under prescribed conditions. A 
dentist is under no obligation to provide treat- 
ment for insured persons, but if he does so, 
he must provide all the treatment that is 
necessary to render the patient dentally fit. 
When treatment has been completed in ac- 
cordance with the conditions, the approved 
society pays not less than 50 per cent of the 
cost. A few societies pay more than this. Pay- 
ment is made on the basis of an itemized 
scale of fees. 

Roughly two-thirds of the insured popula- 
tion, that is between 13 and 14 million peo- 
ple, are entitled to dental benefit, but only 
800,000 (less than 7 per cent) of these claim 
it on an average each year. . . . The quali- 
fication for dental benefit is a prescribed 
period of membership of a society which 
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works out at about two and one-half years on 
an average and can be completed, at the 
earliest, at the age of about 17. Thus, the boy 
or girl who leaves school at 14 has usually no 
assistance in obtaining dental treatment for 
those three important years. . . . 

It is the common experience in insurance 
dentistry that people do not resort to treat- 
ment until a stage when the teeth are unsave- 
able and often there is gross oral sepsis. 

State of Dental Health.—. . . The state of 
the dental health of our population is poor 
and its effect on their general health is bad. 

This view is based upon a mass of evidence 
which cannot be all reduced to the form of 
statistics, but as a sample we give . . . tables 
showing the dental condition of male and 
female recruits to the Army in the present 
war. This is valuable as being concerned with 
a large and representative sample of the 
younger age groups of the population, and it 
will be seen that, on an average, 90 per cent 
of the men and 86 per cent of the women 
required dental treatment on enlistment; 13.4 
per cent of the men were in possession of 
essential artificial dentures, and a further 10 
per cent required them. These figures are 
broadly corroborated by the Navy. They show 
both that the incidence of dental disease was 
high and that, prior to enlistment, the teeth 
of recruits had been greatly neglected... . 

One approved society in its experience, 
during one year, in the dental treatment of 
young people between the ages of 16 and 19, 
found that no less than 12.2 per cent of those 
who applied for treatment needed full upper 
and lower dentures. . . . 

At three large ordnance factories, a repre- 
sentative sample of the workers were exam- 
ined and it was found that only about 1 per 
cent were dentally fit without the aid of arti- 
ficial dentures. . . . 

Dental health is, in a word, an integral 
part of general health, and dental disease 
contributes in no small measure to much 
general disease. 

Adequate Service.—The ideal is that people 
should value the health of their mouths as of 
great importance in the maintenance of their 
general health and should seek by every 
Means to preserve it. One of those means 
will be regular inspection and the treatment 
of any incipient defects, the treatment to 
include all that a constantly evolving science 
of dentistry finds efficacious and to be ap- 


plied with all the skill that training can be- 
stow. This treatment should be conveniently 
available when demanded, with the minimum 
of formalities and the maximum of personal 
freedom, and it should be paid for by the 
people not as patients, but as members of 
the community. 

Progress must be made concurrently 
on two sides: first, the stimulation of a de- 
mand more truly representative of the need 
for treatment: secondly, the supply of an 
ever more adequate service, including pre- 
eminently an adequate number of dentists. 
Comprehensive Service.—The greatest sin- 
gle step forward which in our view could 
be made at the present juncture is the ac- 
ceptance of the principle of a comprehensive 
service; that is to say, a service which, while 
perhaps not yet wholly adequate, will be 
equally available to all who demand it, and 
which will be paid for by the community as 
a whole. ... 


. . We have shown that dentistry is not 
an adjunct but an organic part of health; 
therefore, it is important to the success of 
the health service as a whole that dentistry 
should, if possible, form an integral part of 
it on a comprehensive basis... . 

We believe that a comprehensive scheme, 
if it is framed and administered in a satis- 
factory way, will offer to the dental profes- 
sion itself the best opportunity of attaining 
its rightful place in the public estimation. 
This is not the justification of the proposal; 
but it is an important consideration because 
it involves the reasonable expectation, if 
true, that young men and women will adopt 
the career of dentistry in sufficient numbers 
to make the scheme a success. Plenty of work, 
adequate remuneration, good conditions of 
service and the knowledge that dentistry is 
making an essential contribution to national 
health will be, in our view, the best ways of 
encouraging recruitment to the profession, 
and securing that ready cooperation which 
must be the foundation of any satisfactory 
dental service. ... 

We therefore recommend that when the 
National Health Service is inaugurated, a 
comprehensive dental service should be an 
essential part of it. The possibility of tem- 
porary and local shortages should be frankly 
accepted and stated; the position would, we 
think, be willingly accepted by the public for 
the sake of a scheme of comprehensive scope. 


| 
were | 
id to 
hirty 
the 
an 
nm to 
| un- | 
it 34 
den- | 
Tes 
and 
ough 
ylete. 
f the 
cent 
d 33 
ance 
iring 
cent 
aver- 
local 
staff 
-ach- 
ac- 
com- 
‘hose 
their 
give 
their 
e of 
part 
reat- 
their 
reat- 
SO, 
at is 
y fit. 
1 ac- 
-oved 
f the 
Pay- 
nized 
pula- 
peo- 
only 
claim 
juali- 
ribed 
vhich 


652 THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


We are not in a position at this juncture 
to give our recommendations on a question 
which we have already considered deeply as 
bearing on the possibility of a shortage of den- 
tists and on the future of the whole dental pro- 
fession ; namely, the question whether any dental 
work should be delegated to ancillary workers... . 
Position of Dentist.—It is of great impor- 
tance that dentists working in the public 
dental services shall have cause for satisfaction 
and pride in their work. ‘The detailed con- 
ditions of service are a matter for negotiation 
between the Government and the profession. 
There are certain principles, however, which 
we think are fundamental. In the first place, 
there should be no compulsion on any den- 
tist to enter the public service. If he does 
so, it must be of his own free will and he 
must be at liberty to leave if at any time he 
should so desire. Secondly, any dentist 
should be free to engage either whole-time 
or part-time in the public dental service, and 
in any branch of the service in which there 
is opportunity to serve. Thirdly, the patient 
must have free choice of dentist and the 
liberty to alter his choice if he so desires. 
In particular, we would emphasize that our 
proposals are not designed or intended to 
interfere with the free right of everybody 
to seek his dental advice and care through 
private arrangements and by private fee, if 
he for any reason wishes to do so, or with 
the free right, which is necessarily comple- 
mentary to this, of any dentist to elect to 
practice privately for the whole or part of 
his time, if he so prefers. Our object is a 
service equally available to all, but not com- 
pulsorily imposed upon any. 

Dental Health Education.—We _recom- 
mend . . . that whatever central consultative 
body of dental experts may be set up should 
have a standing duty to keep under review 
the state of public enlightenment in dental 
matters and the measures to be taken from 
time to time to increase it. We have spoken 
before of the “two horses,” demand and sup- 
ply. It is for dental health education to 
keep the demand well up to the supply, and 
even a little ahead... . 

Conclusion.—We have given to these prob- 
lems the most earnest and careful considera- 
tion. Our conclusions deal with broad outlines 
rather than with administrative details. They 
are put forward . . . with a wholehearted con- 
viction of their importance to national health. 


DENTAL STUDENTS 


Recent Dental Graduates Asked 
to Apply for Naval Commissions 


Seniors in dental school and recent 
graduates have been asked to apply im- 
mediately for commissions in the U. S. 
Naval Reserve Dental Corps. If a com- 
mission is not granted, the state Procure- 
ment and Assignment Board will con- 
sider assignment to a critical area. Stu- 
dents and recent graduates who do not 
follow these procedures will be consid- 
ered as ordinary registrants by the Selec- 
tive Service System and will have no 
claim as graduates in dentistry. The text 
of the recent directive, released by the 
Directing Board, Procurement and As- 
signment Service, April 7, follows: 


Directive.—Students in senior classes or those 
very recently graduated should be informed 
that their first obligation is to apply for com- 
mission in the U. S. Naval Reserve Dental 
Corps, and to accept such commission if and 
when it is offered to them, since, if they do 
not, they will be considered by Selective Serv- 
ice as ordinary registrants rather than as doc- 
tors of dental surgery. If they are unsuccess- 
ful in their application for commission, it is 
imperative that students accept positions in 
which state chairmen of the Procurement and 
Assignment Service can certify their essential- 
ity, since otherwise they will be considered by 
their local boards as ordinary registrants 
rather than doctors of dental surgery. Fur- 
thermore, their agreement to accept only 
essential positions will permit the Procurement 
and Assignment Service to obtain the coopera- 
tion of Selective Service for the protection of 
these dentists between the date of their gradu- 
ation and the date of their state board ex- 
aminations. 

There are now remaining in civilian prac- 
tice less than 45,000 effective dentists to care 
for the dental needs of the entire civilian 
population—a figure entirely inadequate. 
There are critical areas, war industries, sev- 
eral eleemosynary institutions, such as East- 
man, Forsyth, Guggenheim and Zoller, hospi- 
tal internships, state and federal departments 
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of health especially adapted to the care of 
children and the indigent, and penal and cor- 
rectional institutions, etc., which are badly in 
need of dental services. Acceptance of a posi- 
tion in one of these institutions or locations 
would result in the dentist being considered 
essential by the state chairman concerned. 

The deans of the dental schools can be very 
helpful in this situation if they will consult 
with the members of the graduating classes 
and advise them of the opportunities for serv- 
ice in the above-mentioned general categories, 
pointing out the necessity of obtaining further 
details from the state chairman of the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service in the state 
in which they expect to obtain licensure. 

It is felt that it would be advisable to rec- 
ommend to each student that at this time he 
contact the state chairman in the state in 
which he expects to take the state board ex- 
amination, and explain to him that he is first 
applying for commission in the Navy and, if 
unsuccessful, would like to consider an essen- 
tial position in that state. Anything less than 
this will place the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service in a position of not being able to 
obtain cooperation of Selective Service in 
maintaining the most effective utilization of 
every graduate of dentistry whether in the 
armed forces or in meeting critical civilian 
needs. 

These students should also be informed that 
the Navy is now processing new graduates for 
commission without awaiting the state board 
examination or the results thereof. 


Bill Proposes Liberalization 
of Licensure for Servicemen 


A bill, H.R. 2969, introduced by Rep. 
Herman P. Eberharter, Pennsylvania, 
proposes that any individual who served 
as an officer in the Dental or Medical 
Corps of the Army or Navy shall be 
entitled to receive a certificate authoriz- 
ing him to engage in any state in the 
practice of that particular class of den- 
tistry or medicine covered by the state 
license held by him. The bill requires 
discharge or separation under honorable 
conditions and the holding of a state 
license prior to such discharge or separa- 
tion. 


The Secretary of War and the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, it is proposed, will 
jointly prescribe regulations with respect 
to application for and the issuance of 
such certificates, which will be issued, so 
far as is practicable, at the time of dis- 
charge or separation from the land or 
naval forces. 


Hershey Opposes Military 
Release for Dental Students 


Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, director 
of Selective Service, is opposed to legis- 
lation through which men would be re- 
leased from the armed forces for the 
study of dentistry and medicine. General 
Hershey testified May 1 before the Sen- 
ate Military Affairs Committee in opposi- 
tion to the bill offered by Sen. Allen J. 
Ellender, Louisiana. The bill would 
authorize release or draft deferments for 
dental and medical students to insure an 
adequate number of practitioners for 
civilian needs. 


War Service Committee 
Reports on ASTP Graduates 


Most of the dental school graduates 
who were discharged from the Army 
Specialized Training Program in June 
1944 have entered the armed services 
or are engaged in work closely associ- 
ated with war activities. This was made 
known recently through a brief review 
of the problem made by the War Serv- 
ice and Postwar Planning Committee, 
C. Willard Camalier, chairman. The 
text of the committee’s statement fol- 
lows: 


There has been some complaint from dental 
officers in the service regarding the release 
of recent graduates trained under the former 
Army Specialized Training Program, which 
perhaps would permit them to engage in 
private civilian practice. These complaints 
arose principally because of the discharge of 
approximately 250 June 1944 graduates who 
were not commissioned by the Army. How- 
ever, a great majority of these graduates 
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either were commissioned in the Navy, U. S. 
Public Health Service or the Veterans Ad- 
ministration or, in a comparatively few in- 
stances, were directed toward service in in- 
ternships, eleemosynary institutions and insti- 
tutions and places urgently requiring dental 
service. Few, if any,.entered into the private 
civilian practice of dentistry. Since the June 
1944 Classes, the Army has commissioned all 
of the physically qualified graduates under 
the AST Program. 

With reference to the forthcoming gradu- 
ates of this spring and summer, the needs of 
the Army have been met as of June 30, and 
the progress of the war will determine future 
commissioning by that department. How- 
ever, these young men will be expected to 
apply to the Navy, U. S. Public Health Serv- 
ice and Veterans Administration, and any 
graduate failing to secure a commission 
therein because of physical disqualifications 
or otherwise will be requested by Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service chairmen to 
serve in critical areas, war industries, hospital 
internships, eleemosynary institutions, etc. 
Selective Service has agreed to abide by the 
decisions of the Procurement and Assignment 
Service in this matter, and the graduates will 
not be subject to induction as privates, pro- 
vided they will serve as indicated, in one of 
the above-mentioned categories and not in 
places of their own choosing. A directive 
from Procurement and Assignment Directing 
Board has recently been issued on this par- 
ticular subject.* 


Navy Seeks 750 Additional 
Dentists from Civilian Life 


The Navy Department has issued a 
new procurement directive in an effort 
to obtain more than 750 dentists from 
civilian life. Every attempt will be made 
to fill as many as possible of these va- 
cancies from current graduates of dental 
schools, but the number of these will 
not meet present needs. The chairmen 
of the Procurement and Assignment 
Service in each state have been advised 
of the Navy’s requirements and have 
been asked to develop a current list of 
available dentists. ’ 


*See p. 652. 


The Navy states that applications are 
not desired from dentists who have 
reached their thirty-eighth birthday. 
Dentists who are under the middle 30’s 
are greatly preferred. 

The maximum rank on original ap- 
pointment is lieutenant. Dentists who 
are 33 or older and have had ten years 
of practice will normally be commis- 
sioned as lieutenants. Those who are 21 
to 32 will be made lieutenants (jg) with- 
out the requirement of practical ex- 
perience. 

The Navy has also amended its regu- 
lations so that the requirement of visual 
acuity of 3/20 in either eye will not be 
waived for applicants. 


COMMITTEE ON . 
ECONOMICS 


Economics Committee to 
Survey Dental Practice 


A survey of various phases of dental 
practice has been initiated by the Com- 
mittee on Economics of the American 
Dental Association, according to Leslie 
M. FitzGerald, chairman, who also an- 
nounced that the mailing of question- 
naires to 24,000 civilian dentists in nine- 
teen states had been started May 10. 
The survey will be the fourth that the 
committee has conducted since 1929 on 
the status of the profession. Dr. Fitz- 
Gerald urged dentists in the following 
states to cooperate immediately by pro- 
viding the desired information: Cali- 
fornia, Connecticut, District of Colum- 
bia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, North Da- 
kota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ten- 
nessee, Texas and West Virginia. 

The survey form requires only a brief 
summary of information concerning the 
dentist, his organization of practice, in- 
come and patient-load during a recent 
week. This information will be used to 
maintain a current record on the eco- 
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nomic status of the dental profession and 
to ascertain the amount of service being 
provided. 

“In each of the previous surveys made 
by this committee,’ Dr. FitzGerald 
stated, “we have been gratified by the 
fine spirit of cooperation exhibited by 
the members of the dental profession. 
Returns have‘ run into the thousands 
and, in each survey, our staff has been 
able to prepare significant analyses. 
Such surveys have proved to be a yard- 
stick by which practicing dentists can 
evaluate their economic standing and ob- 
tain a realistic picture of their future 
earning possibilities.” 
State Representatives. 


The representa- 
tives of the state dental societies coop- 
erating in the conduct of this survey are: 
Bruce R. Kurtz, Los Angeles, Calif.; 
Irving Locke, Bridgeport, Conn. ; Luzerne 
G. Jordan, Washington, D. C.; E. L. 
Mitchell, Indianapolis, Ind.; H. M. 
Kahley, Story City, Iowa; E. L. Hodge, 
McPherson, Kan.; Paul A. Morin, 
Biddeford, Maine; J. Stephenson Hop- 
kins, Belair, Md.; O. C. Applegate, Ann 
Arbor, Mich.; A. T. Thorson, Saint 
Paul, Minn.; R. F. Hunt, Rocky Mount, 
N. C.; G. T. McDonald, Jamestown, 
N. D.; A. C. Young, Pittsburgh, Pa.: 
O. M. Jamieson, Memphis, Tenn; A. W. 
Rogers, Corsicana, Texas, and C. M. 
Jividen, Charleston, W. Va. 

Committee Members.—The following are 
members of the Committee on Ero- 
nomics: Leslie M. FitzGerald, Dubuque, 
Iowa, chairman; James L. Hanley, East 
Orange, N. J., vice-chairman ; Raymond 
M. Walls, Bethlehem, Pa., member of 
Executive Board; E. N. Bach, Toledo, 
Ohio; H. T. Dean, Bethesda, Md.; Leo 
B. Dillon, Birmingham, Ala.; W. J. 
Johnson, Phoenix, Ariz.; Herbert E. 
King, Omaha, Nebr.; Maurice E. Peters, 
Boston, Mass.; J. Bernard Poindexter, 
Huntington, W. Va.; M. W. Prince, De- 
troit, Mich.; H. B. Robison, Hutchinson, 
Kan.; Harry Strusser, New York, N. Y., 
and J. B. Zielinski, Chicago, Iil. 
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Scherer Urges Support of 
Seventh War Loan Campaign 


With dramatic events in the war situa- 
tion mounting to a climax, Walter C. 
Scherer, President of the American Den- 
tal Association, has addressed a message 
to all members of the Association urging 
their support of the 7th War Loan 
Drive. The drive began May 14 and 
will continue until June 3o. The goal 
is the sale of $7,000,000,000 worth of 
war bonds, the biggest quota to date. In 
asking members to take part in the cam- 
paign, Dr. Scherer said: 


The dental profession has achieved an ex- 
cellent record in its purchase of war bonds. 
On each previous loan, the quotas assigned 
were exceeded. Many purchases were made 
by men in service, which should be an incen- 
tive to us to double our purchases. When the 
history of the war is written, Dentistry will 
have no occasion to hang her head. We have 
shouldered our responsibilities in an honorable, 
patriotic, vigorous and generous fashion, be- 
fitting the well-established traditions of Den- ‘ 
tistry. 

More than one-third of the members of the 
dental profession are now serving in the armed 
forces. While these brave men, with our 
soldiers, are risking their lives on the battle- 
front, we on the home front must provide the 
equipment of mercy and the weapons of vic- 
tory. The members of the American Dental 
Association can do their part by participating 
wholeheartedly in the drive for the 7th War 
Loan Campaign. 


Urge States to Establish 
Prosthetic Service Committees 


The establishment of standing com- 
mittees on prosthetic dental service in 
each state has been urged recently in a 
report of the Special Prosthetic Dental 
Service Committee of the American Den- 
tal Association, Waldo H. Mork, ,chair- 
man. The appointment of such commit- 
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tees was given approval by the House of 
Delegates at the 1944 meeting. 

In addition, the committee recom- 
mends “that these state committees . . . 
start functioning in their respective states 
in the manner outlined by the supple- 
mentary report* adopted by the House 
of Delegates in 1944, or in any manner 
that will be best suited to both the public 
and the profession in their respective 
states.” 

The report also stated that “the com- 
mittee is not prepared to make a recom- 
mendation regarding the appointment of 
a secretary” at the present time. 


Head of British Naval 
Dental Corps Honored 


A dinner to welcome Surg.-Rear 
Adm. E. E. Fletcher, chief of the British 
Naval Dental Corps, to Washington was 
held at the Statler Hotel April 11. Ster- 
ling. V. Mead, President Elect of the 
American Dental Association, acted as 
host at the dinner, representing Walter 
C. Scherer, A.D.A. President. Other 
guests in attendance were: Surg.-Lt. 
Cmdr. Kenneth Fletcher, the admiral’s 
son, A. D. Weakley, Lawrence Small- 
wood, J. Walter Bernhard, C. Willard 
Camalier, Lloyd Y. Beers, John P. Burke, 
Henry A. Swanson, Sterling V. Mead, 
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills, Brig. Gen. 
R. M. McDowell, Rear Adm. William T. 
Wright, Rear Adm. A. G. Lyle, Capt. 
Robert S. Davis, Capt. Raymond Wells, 
USNR, Col. George R. Kennebeck and 
Cmdr. Adolph W. Borsum. 


Committee Develops Standards 
for Physical Fitness Program 


The establishment of standards by which 
every person could determine whether 
he was physically fit was the aim of the 
special committee of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Physical Fitness, which met, with 
twenty physical education experts, in 
Chicago April 26-28. Five or six basic 


*J.A.D.A., 31:1697, December 15, 1944. 


tests of physical fitness will be developed, 
but it will be some time before the com- 
plete plan is drafted. Lon W. Morrey, 
Director, Bureau of Public Relations, 
American Dental Association, was the 
representative of the Association at the 
conference. 


DENTISTRY ABROAD 


Inter-American Dental 
Courses Are Planned 


Plans for a second and third inter- 
American postgraduate course in den- 
tistry, sponsored by the American Den- 
tal Association in conjunction with the 
U. S. State Department, the W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation and the University 
of Michigan, have been announced by 
Daniel F. Lynch, chairman of the Inter- 
national Relations Committee. The sec- 
ond course will be applicable to Costa 
Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon- 
duras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama. 
The third course will be held for the ten 
countries of South America, with one 
representative from each country. 

The second course will begin at the 
University of Michigan August 15 and 
continue for eighteen weeks. The tenta- 
tive date for the third course is April 1, 
1946. The first four weeks of each 
course will be devoted to English orien- 
tation and the next twelve weeks to 
studies in the various branches of den- 
tistry. The last two weeks will be used 
for a tour of observation of important 
dental centers in the eastern part of the 
United States. A fellowship for the 
courses will provide travel expenses in 
this country, instruction and a main- 
tenance allowance of $135 per month. 

Selection of representatives will be 
made by local selection committees in 
concurrence with the officials of the 
State Department located in the capitals 
of each of the other American republics. 
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Damage done to Eastman Dental Clinic in London by Flying Bombs. The building on the 
right is the Royal Free Hospital, which also suffered damage from the robot bombs. 


Eastman Dental Clinic in 
London Damaged by Robomb 


The Eastman Dental Clinic in London, 
England, was damaged by a German 
robot bomb July 5, but is now function- 
ing again, according to a letter from 
C. L. Endicott, director, to Harvey J. 
Burkhart, director of the Eastman Den- 
tal Clinic in Rochester, N. Y. Dr. Endi- 
cott, in commenting on the damage, 
writes: 


We were closed for a few days but are 
again working more or less normally, having 
set up six chairs in the Adult Department on 
the ground floor for general treatment and a 
temporary orthodontic department on the 
same floor in a small ward at the other end of 
the corridor. Evacuation on a large scale and 
the flying bombs have resulted in a consider- 
able decrease in demand for treatment al- 
though we saw an average of forty patients 
a day last week. . . . 

We have lost very few instruments, but the 
equipment has suffered a good deal more than 


had first been thought. Many engine arms, 
several light arms, and other extensions in the 
units were broken, owing to rubble from the 
tiles falling on them, and the leather on many 
of the chairs has been cut by flying glass, etc. 
The mechanism of the chairs, units, cabinets, 
etc., is permeated with fine powdered glass, 
and complete overhauling will be required. 
Lighting and plumbing fixtures have suffered 
a good deal.... 

Now that the clearing up is more or less 
complete and the weather has been shut out, 
we are quite confident about getting things 
right again, provided, of course, that further 
damage is not received. The problem in other 
parts of the hospital, particularly the old 
buildings round the front square, is a much 
more serious matter, but repairs are proceed- 
ing everywhere very well. Outpatient, casu- 
alty and x-ray departments have been re- 
opened and a small amount of ward space 
made available. It is hoped, with the aid of 
space here, to reopen about 200 beds when 
conditions permit. Meanwhile,’ we have se- 
cured all the temporary space that will be 
required for our work and the treatment room 
will not be long delayed. 
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Nevitt Gets European 
Assignment with UNRRA 


George A. Nevitt, who has been den- 
tal consultant, District 1, U. S. Public 
Health Service, New York City, has been 
given a new assignment in Europe with 
the United Nations Relief and Rehabili- 
tations Administration. He succeeds 
Frank C. Cady, who has recently re- 
turned to this country after several 
months with UNRRA. Dr. Cady will 
replace Dr. Nevitt in the post of district 
dental consultant in New York City. 


Schour and Massler Join 
Mission to Study Nutrition 


A group of outstanding specialists in 
the field of nutrition will leave shortly 
on an important mission to help the un- 
dernourished people of Italy. Isaac 
Schour and Maury Massler, both of the 
College of Dentistry, University of Illi- 
nois, will be members of the mission, 
which is sponsored by the Unitarian 
Service Committee and the Congrega- 
tional Christian Service Committee. The 
mission will go to Italy under the aus- 
pices of the United States Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration. 

The mission will establish scientific 
standards for all large scale feeding 
programs by UNRRA in newly liber- 
ated and destitute areas. It will also 
bring direct benefits to many thousands 
of people in Italy who are suffering 
from prolonged malnutrition. 

Elmer L. Sevringhaus, M.D., Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, and Maurice Visscher, 
M.D., University of Minnesota, who will 
direct the mission, have stated that a 
four point program has been established 
for Italy. 

“First, the mission will find out the 
actual nutritional conditions and needs 
among the starving peoples in liberated 
Italy. Second, it will help UNRRA eval- 
uate and improve present feeding pro- 
grams. Third, it’ will undertake a de- 
tailed scientific study of the results from 


a carefully supervised experimental feed- 
ing program for individuals who have 
suffered prolonged malnutrition. Fourth, 
the American specialists will be avail- 
able while in Italy to assist local medical 
groups in the application of the latest 
medical knowledge to their rehabilitation 
problems and to encourage their con- 
tinued scientific study.” 


Three Dentists Needed 
for Work in Labrador 


The International Grenfell Associa- 
tion, serving the Labrador and North 
Newfoundland coasts, needs three resi- 
dent dentists. Duties are largely per- 
formed at cottage hospitals or the main 
hospital, St. Anthony, but involve out- 
port trips by motor launch or dog team. 
The salary is $500 a year plus main- 
tenance and travel. A good range of 
operative, prosthetic and surgical work 
is possible. Full-year dentists are de- 
sired, but men for summer work only 
are acceptable, with no salary, but ex- 
penses paid. Men unqualified for or re- 
turned from military service are open to 
consideration. Service is more needed 
than usual now in view of the increased 
wartime fishing population in the area. 
Apply Staff Selection Committee, Inter- 
national Grenfell Association, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Middleton to Join Public 
Health Mission to Liberia 


Four members of the Public Health 
Service mission to Liberia will leave the 
United States shortly for Monrovia, 
capital of the West African republic, 
the Federal Security Agency announced 
recently. Louis R. Middleton, dental 
surgeon of the Public Health Service, 
will join the mission at a later date. 
Dr. Middleton is the former assistant 
chief of the dental division of the New 
York Department of Health. 
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WAR SERVICE 
COMMITTEE 


Committee Reviews Efforts to 
Guide Surplus Property Disposal 


The War Service Committee has re- 
viewed recent efforts to guide the dispo- 
sition of surplus property and has issued 
the following statement: 


The Surplus Property Board, appointed by 
the President of the United States, has been 
organized, but up to the present time no rules 
or regulations have been issued by that board 
governing the disposal of surplus property. 
As a matter of fact, very little suitable dental 
equipment or supplies have been declared 
surplus by the armed services, but that which 
has been declared surplus is being disposed of 
under the supervision of the U. S. Treasury 
Department, Procurement Division. 

Surplus material is listed in the Surplus 
Reporter, a catalog of available items, pub- 
lished by the Treasury Department. Such 
material can be purchased by lot, under 
sealed bid. This method is not practicable 
for an individual purchaser. 

The War Service and Postwar Planning 
Committee is working closely with the Sur- 
plus Property Board, and last week the chair- 
man of the committee discussed the matter 
thoroughly with Guy M. Gillette, chairman of 
the board. Assurance was given that the 
recommendations of the committee in regard 
to eligibility of dental officers and others for 
prior consideration would be taken into ac- 
count before rules and regulations on priori- 
ties were formulated. 

There has been some intimation that the 
U. §S. Public Health Service might be as- 
signed: a role in the disposal of surplus dental 
and medical equipment. Inquiries are being 
made of this agency to determine whether 
such assignment has been made. 


The House of Delegates, on the rec- 
ommendation of the War Service and 
Postwar Planning Committee, approved 
the following priority table for the dis- 
posal of surplus property in October 


1944. 
Those eligible for surplus medical property 


in the order of their priority would be as 
follows: 

A.—Discharged military medical personnel 
employing medical property in their usual 
activities may elect to receive surplus medical 
property at a special veteran’s discount in 
lieu of part or all of any bonus to which 
they may be entitled as war veterans. 

B.—Schools of medicine, dentistry, phar- 
macy, nursing, public health and veterinary 
medicine. 

C.—Existing federal health and _ hospital 
services (such as the U. S. Public Health 
Service and the Veterans Administration), 
state and local tax-supported health and 
hospital services and tax-exempt local hos- 
pitals, medical centers and health agencies. 

D.—American Red Cross. 

E.—Lend Lease Administration and the 
United Nations’ Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration. 

F.—Foreign governmental health and hos- 
pital services. 

G.—Foreign governmentally supported (in 
whole or in part) schools of medicine, den- 
tistry, pharmacy, nursing, public health and 
veterinary medicine. 


COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION 


New Legislation of Dental 
Interest in Various States 


The following summary of legislation 

of dental interest has been prepared 
by the Committee on Legislation, George 
H. Fox, secretary. 
Bills Enacted.—Michigan: H. 276 per- 
mits the practice of dentistry in Michi- 
gan by those licensed to practice den- 
tistry in other states if they are graduates 
of schools accredited by the Council on 
Dental Education of the American Den- 
tal Association and if they are in the 
employ of philanthropic foundations op- 
erating dental programs directed by den- 
tists regularly licensed in Michigan. 

New Jersey: S. 15 provides for the 
revocation of a license upon conviction 
of a crime involving moral turpitude 
committed in New Jersey or in any other 
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states. This bill also restricts advertising 
by dentists to a card 3} inches by 2 
inches containing only his name, title, 
degree, office location, office hours and 
telephone number, and restricts lettering 
upon the windows and doors of his office 
to not larger than 5 inches in height. 

New Mexico: H. 134 adopts a new 
definition for the practice of dentistry. 
Dental technicians, when working under 
the direct supervision or written authori- 
zation of a dentist, are exempted from 
the provisions relating to impression tak- 
ing and construction of artificial sub- 
stitutes. 

Tennessee: HH. 463 prescribes the 
duties of dentists in state institutions. 

Virginia: S. 27XX directs the depart- 
ment of health to make a survey of the 
health facilities in the state; determine 
the need for additional hospitals and 
health centers, and develop plans and 

rograms. 
Bills Introduced.—Florida: H. 309 pro- 
poses to establish a college of dentistry 
and medicine as a part of the university 
of Florida. 

Illinois: H. 358 provides that no den- 
tist shall maintain more than one dental 
office unless he personally supervises the 
work in each office at all times that each 
office is open. It also provides that no 
dentist shall manufacture dentures from 
impressions that have not been made 
under the personal supervision of a 
licensed dentist. 

H. 477 and S. 235 provide that the 
patient who has paid for the service 
shall have legal title to x-ray plates and 
photographs taken of any part of the 
body. 

H. 363 provides that: “The practice 
of dentistry in the state of Illinois is 
hereby declared to affect the public 
health, safety and welfare and to be sub- 
ject to regulation and control in the pub- 
lic interest. It is further declared to be a 
matter of public interest and concern 
that the dental profession merit and re- 
ceive the confidence of the public and 


that only qualified persons be permitted 
to practice dentistry in the state of Illi- 
nois. This Act shall be liberally con- 
strued to carry out these objects and 
purposes.” This bill also places restric- 
tions on advertising of dental laboratories. 

Pennsylvania: H. 544 provides that 
penicillin and its derivatives shall not be 
sold at retail except on the written pre- 
scription of the dentist or physician. 

South Carolina: H. 428 provides for 
the licensing of specialists in dentistry, 
The bill establishes qualifications, pro- 
vides for theoretical and practical exam- 
ination by the state board of dental 
examiners and requires each applicant 
to have been engaged in the practice of 
dentistry for not less than five years in 
the state of South Carolina. 


DENTAL SCHOOLS 


Postgraduate Courses 


Offered by Ohio State 


The following postgraduate courses 
are offered by the College of Dentistry, 
Ohio State University, beginning June 
11 and continuing to June 15: oral sur- 
gery, prosthodontia, crown and bridge 
work, operative dentistry and root canal 
therapy; June 18-22: x-ray; June 11-16: 
clinical oral pathology and removable 
partial denture prosthesis; periodontia; 
one day a week for ten weeks beginning 
June 27; orthodontics (details to be fur- 
nished on application to the dean). 


Staff to Give Testimonial 
Dinner for Samuel C. Miller 


A testimonial dinner for Samuel 
Charles Miller, associate professor in 
charge of the Periodontia Department, 
New York University, College of Den- 
tistry, will be given by members of the 
staff of the department June 8 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York City. 
Reservations may be made with Harry 
Roth, 156 E. 52nd St., New York City. 
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DENTISTS AND 
DENTAL SOCIETIES 


GREETINGS:—— 
HERE'S CARD FOR THE 


Cartoon accompanying complimentary paid 
up dues card sent recently by Huntington, 
W. Va., Dental Society to all of its members 
in Armed Forces. 


News of Dentists 
and Dental Societies 


Pennsylvania.—Zachary T. Jackaway, 
Philadelphia, was honored recently at 
Founder’s Day exercises marking the 
205th anniversary of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He was one of eight to 
receive the Alumni Award of Merit 
given to those who “have rendered out- 
standing service to the university during 
the recent past.” Dr. Jackaway was 
graduated from the school of dentistry 
in 1898. 

Oregon.—The 52nd annual meeting of 
the state society, to have been held June 
7-9, has been canceled. 

@ The governor has announced the re- 
appointment of Bert R. Elliott, Medford, 
and E. J. Corcoran, Portland, to the 
state board of dental examiners. 

@ One of the provisions of recently 
enacted legislation which transferred 


North Pacific College of Oregon to the 
state was the appointment by the gov- 
ernor of five members of the state dental 
association. The following appointments 


have been announced: J. H. Rossman 
and M. M. Bettman, Portland, A. T. 
Oberg, Eugene, Frank Prime, Salem, 
and L. W. Peate, Klamath Falls. 

@ A dinner honoring Herbert C. Miller, 
dean of the North Pacific College of 
Oregon, will be held June 18 under the 
auspices of the state dental society and 
the alumni association of the dental 
school. 

California.—Two postgraduate refresher 
courses in children’s dentistry have been 
announced by the School of Dentistry, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, San 
Francisco. One course will be held June 
18-23 and the other October 1-6. Mem- 
bers of the faculty will be: Charles A. 
Sweet, director, Sanford M. Moose, Ed- 
win C. Randol, Ernest G. Sloman, John 
Tocchini, John K. Young and Frederick 
T. West. 

Alabama.—C.. B. Bray has been named 
president and B. F. Sapienza has been 
named a member of the executive board 
of the Allied Health Council of Ala- 
bama. The objectives of the council 
are to coordinate the activities of the 
five health groups represented, to con- 
duct an educational program in public 
health matters and to advance the mu- 
tual interests of the allied professions. 
Ohio.—William T. Wallace, Columbus, 
who is now in his ninety-fifth year, is 
still at work after seventy-six years of 
dental practice, according to a recent 
issue of the Dental Bulletin of the Co- 
lumbus Dental Society. Dr. Wallace 
began practice in 1870 in West Chester. 
His license to practice in the state was 
signed by J. Taft, F. H. Rehwinkel, 
H. A. Smith and C. R. Butler, each of 
whom became president of the American 
Dental Association. 

@ The Cincinnati Dental Society held 
a “Dentist-Boy” banquet April 1o with 
more than 150 boys as guests of the 
dental society. The affair was arranged 
to arouse the interest of young men in 
the study of dentistry. Among the speak- 
ers were Holly C. Jarvis, president of 
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the state society ; Carlos H. Schott, Trus- 
tee of the American Dental Association ; 
Wendell D. Postle, dean, School of Den- 
tistry, Ohio State University; P. E. 
Blackerby, Jr., dean, College of Den- 
tistry, University of Louisville; William 
E. Crawford, dean, School of Dentistry, 
Indiana University; W. L. Wylie, dean, 
School of Dentistry, Western Reserve 
University; Floyd E. Lytle, president of 
the local society; S. A. Schmid, program 
chairman, and Bland L. Stradley, vice 
president of Ohio State University. 
Maine.—The annual convention of the 
state society has been canceled and a 
business session only will be held in Port- 
land, June 14. The annual election of 
officers will be conducted by mail. 
Texas.—The annual session of the state 
society’s house of delegates was held in 
Dallas, April 16. The delegates voted 
not to adopt the accreditation plan for 
dental laboratories and not to support 
efforts to reduce the numerical strength 
of the House of Delegates of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association. Officers elected 
were: Sam H. Brock, Dallas, president; 
C. B. Lynn, Austin, president elect, and 
Willard Ogle, Dallas, secretary-treasurer. 
Indiana.—The annual meeting of the 
state society has been canceled. A meet- 
ing of the board of trustees will be held 
in Indianapolis, May 21-22. 

@ A bill to license dental hygienists was 
signed by the governor March 1. 
Alabama.—A proposal that the state es- 
tablish a dental school at the Birming- 
ham Medical Center, to be operated in 
conjunction with the new state medical 
school, is under consideration by the 
state legislature’s interim committee on 
appropriations and finances. 

@ Lt. William C. King, USNR, Lu- 
verne, has been commended by Adm. 
Chester W. Nimitz, commander-in-chief 
of the Pacific Fleet, “for distinguishing 
himself by meritorious achievement as 


a dental officer of the headquarters bat- 
talion, Fourth Marine Division, during 
the battle of Tinian from July 24 to 
August 1, 1944.” The commendation 
continues: “In the absence of the medi- 
cal officer and on his own initiative, 
he resourcefully took upon himself the 
duties of battalion surgeon in caring for 
the sick and wounded. This duty was 
performed in an excellent manner dur- 
ing very difficult conditions.” 
Michigan.—Harold L. Mead, Menomi- 
nee, has been appointed by the governor 
to a seven-year term on the state board 
of dental examiners. He succeeds G. G. 
Jacobs, Iron Mountain. 
Massachusetts.—The Massachusetts Den- 
tal Society and the state medical and 
hospital associations are the sponsors of 
three broadcasts featuring a U. S. Coast 
Guard Band. The concerts are dedicated 
to the personnel of the United States 
Dental, Medical and Hospital Corps. 
Florida.—A bill to establish a college of 
medicine and dentistry as a part of the 
University of Florida is now pending 
before the state legislature. If the bill 
is enacted, the new schools will be lo- 
cated in Tampa. 

Minnesota.—The state council on dental 
health has issued its annual report, 
which summarizes the results of activi- 
ties in research, dental health education 
and dental care. I. A. Epstein has suc- 
ceeded C. E. Rudolph as chairman of 
the council. 

New York.—A law has been signed by 
the governor to strengthen the statutory 
provisions of the education law in regard 
to advertising by dentists. 

Missouri.—A testimonial dinner to Otto 
W. Brandhorst, president of the state 
society, was given recently by the West 
St. Louis District Dental Society. Wil- 
liam S. Hollycross, president of the dis- 
trict society, presided during the pro- 
gram, which included remarks by repre- 
sentatives from the health professions. 
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